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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Northeast Region Hunting Seasons 
The 2012 archery deer and elk season in Northeast 
Region started out very hot and dry with fire 
restrictions in some areas.  As a result hunting 
conditions were difficult and archers had relatively low 
success early in the season.  Success appears to have 
improved towards the end of the season as elk became 
more active and bulls began bugling more.  While 
District Biologists are still summarizing hunter checks, 
it appears that archer success overall this year was fair 
throughout the Region. 
 
Grouse hunting has generally been slow throughout the 
Northeast Region as well.  This confirms our upland 
bird surveys that generally found forest grouse 
populations to be down this year.  Hunters in Grant 
and Baker counties, however, are reporting better 
grouse hunting success than the rest of the Region.   

 
Surveys for pheasant, quail and chukar suggest average 
or better upland bird production this year.  As a result 
we expect good upland bird hunting throughout the 
Region.  
 
Four upland bird youth hunts were held in Northeast 
Region this past month.   Department staff, Hunter 
Education instructors and volunteers from local 
sporting groups provided youth hunters safety and 
shooting skill instruction, helped youth hunters and 
their parents hunt an area and on occasion provided a  
 
 

 
 
 
pointer or retriever to help.  We are particularly grateful 
to a number of private landowners that opened their 
property to these young hunters.  Upland bird harvest 
averaged just over one rooster pheasant per hunter.  
Youth waterfowl hunting was also open the weekend 
of September 22.  Due to the hot, dry conditions in the 
Region, youth waterfowl hunting was much slower 
than experienced in past years. 

 
Northeast Region Volunteers 
Doing more with less is a refrain we’ve all become 
accustom to.  One bright spot in helping us through 
this challenge is our volunteers and volunteer hosts.     
 
The contributions our volunteers make include: 
building and grounds maintenance, salmon and 
steelhead spawning at Region hatcheries, transporting 
equipment from station to station, operating farm 
equipment on wildlife areas, assistance with department 
outreach like the Ladd Marsh Bird-a-thon and youth 
events, wildlife surveys, and capturing cougars as part 
of our research efforts. 
 
In addition, their optimism and energy brightens 
everyone’s day.  
 
Volunteers contributed more than 3,000 hours of 
service to Northeast Region in 2011. We expect this 
contribution to be exceeded in 2012. Without them, 
much would not get done.  We are very grateful for 
their service. 
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Lower Snake River Compensation Plan Steelhead 
Review 
The four federal dams on the Snake River took a toll 
on salmon and steelhead stocks. To replace some of 
those losses the Lower Snake River Compensation Plan 
(LSRCP) was authorized by Congress in 1976. Twenty-
six hatchery and satellite facilities are operated on 
Snake River tributaries under LSRCP. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) administers these programs 
while the department and its co-managers, the Nez 
Perce and Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, operate nine of these facilities in 
Northeast Region. 
 
USFWS sponsored a review of LSRCP steelhead 
programs earlier this year. In Oregon, these programs 
occur on the Grande Ronde and Imnaha Rivers and are 
supported by production at Wallowa and Irrigon 
Hatcheries. The Grande Ronde program is an isolated 
harvest mitigation type program.  Our review found 
that this program had met adult return goals in 8 of the 
last 10 years, harvest exploitation was relatively high at 
65% and recreational fisheries supported by these fish 
had been restored above historical levels. Straying of 
hatchery steelhead produced for the Wallowa program 
into other Snake River and Grand Ronde tributaries 
was very low.  Straying rates of steelhead produced for 
this program into the Deschutes River had historically 
been high, but has been low in recent years.  

 
The Imnaha program is an integrated 
supplementation/harvest program. Our review found 
that while hatchery steelhead produced for this 
program mimic many characteristics of the wild 
population and the total number of steelhead returning 
has increased, the program does not appear to have 
increased natural production as hoped for in 
supplementation programs. While this program has 
resulted in some exceptional steelhead fishing, the 
remoteness of the Imnaha limits angler participation 
and fisheries are generally below historic levels. 
Steelhead produced for this program stray into other 
Columbia and Snake River tributaries at a low rate.  
The department, USFWS and our co-managers are 
continuing to monitor straying of steelhead produced  
 

by these programs and look for ways to ensure that 
straying rates stay as low as possible.  We are also 
continuing to evaluate the Imnaha program and look 
for ways to better accomplish its supplementation and 
harvest goals. 
 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Youth Upland Game Bird Hunts 
The Mid-Columbia youth hunt hosted 22 young 
hunters over the two day period at White River Wildlife 
Area.   Hunters harvested 29 of the 59 birds released 
for the hunt (1.3 birds/hunter).  This was the first time 
the hunt was offered at White River and the feedback 
received on the change of venue was extremely 
positive.  Some of the fathers volunteered to bring in 
members of their dog clubs to assist next year along 
with more young hunters. The local OHA chapter, 
which has helped out over the past few years, was most 
impressed with the new location and is already working 
on ideas for purchasing Hungarian partridges or 
chukars to augment the pheasant release next year.  
Query of the participants revealed the new on-line 
registration system was well received.   
 

 
 

 
 

Attendance at the Willow Creek Youth Pheasant was 
slightly down from last year but hunter success was 
highest on record with 71 youth averaging 2 
birds/hunter.   
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Harvest included 104 pheasants, 40 chukars, (and 4 
rattlesnakes).  Cool mornings and hot afternoons were 
typical for this time of the year.  
 

This is an extremely successful cooperative program 
which involves two local OHA chapters and over 20 
volunteers.  For the 15th year, the Redmond OHA 
chapter donated free lunches for all the kids, parents, 
and volunteers.  The Prineville OHA chapter 
purchased 72 chukars and provided a 2-station sporting 
clay trailer constructed specifically for this hunt.   
Again, Jim Crafton donated the use of his hunting 
preserve to hold the event so the hunters can 
experience a true traditional pheasant hunt.  Volunteers 
included dog handlers, food preparers, sporting clay 
operators, and Hunter Ed instructors that work an 
average of 10-15 hours each day to make this program 
successful.   
 
Registration filled a week prior to the hunt (80 
hunters); however there was a high percentage of “no-
shows” compared to prior years.  Unfortunately more 
than 10 hunters that called after the registration filled 
were turned away.  Approximately 70 of the 80 
reservations were signed up on-line through the 
Prineville office.   

 
 

 
 

Youth Waterfowl Hunt 
Summer Lake Wildlife Area hosted 67 young hunters 
during the 2012 Statewide Youth Waterfowl Hunt on  
 
 

September 22 and 23.  The traditional waterfowl 
hunting areas at Summer Lake Wildlife Area were open 
for hunting during this event.   Weather conditions 
were very mild with clear skies, calm winds and warm 
temperatures (high of 91oF) on Saturday, followed by 
more favorable hunting conditions on Sunday with 
mostly overcast skies and occasional wind.   
 
The 36 youths on Saturday and 31 youths on Sunday 
reflected a drop in participation (-8.2%) from last year. 
About 58% of the participants were from western 
Oregon and over 85% of the hunters participated both 
days of the hunt, similar to last year (83%).  It did not 
appear that the current economic situation affected 
participation to a large degree.  Several hunting parties 
camped, but many also stayed at the Summer Lake 
Lodge. 
 
The reported harvest of the hunters was 203 birds (195 
ducks and 8 geese).  Youth hunter success for the 
weekend was 3.33 birds per hunter (4.24 on Saturday 
and 2.19 on Sunday) and a majority of ducks inspected 
(53 of 87 or 60.1%) hatch year birds.  Two violations 
were encountered this year.  One exceeding the bag 
limit on white-fronted geese (a goose was downed but 
could not be found, another one was taken, and then 
the earlier downed goose was later recovered).  The 
other for failing to obtain a daily hunting permit, along 
with validation issues involving the Juvenile Sport-Pac 
license and the lack of an accompanying adult 21 years 
of age or older (18 years old). 
 
Many favorable comments were expressed by 
participants and adults accompanying them during field 
contacts and hunter bag checks.   
 
 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Denman Wildlife Area Youth Pheasant Hunt 
The Denman Wildlife Area Youth Pheasant Hunt 
occurred September 15 and 16.  Approximately 500 
rooster pheasants were released, 200 of these 
purchased by the local OHA chapter.  A total of 154 
youths participated, logging 412 hours of hunting time. 
 
A total of 683 shots were fired to harvest 164 rooster 
pheasants, averaging 1.06 birds/hunter, 2.52 
hours/pheasant and 4.4 shots/hunter.  Volunteer dog 
owners were available to provide youth hunters without 
a dog the opportunity to hunt with a trained bird dog. 
 
Prizes were offered for the longest tail feather, and a 
free breakfast and lunch were provided by local 
donations and volunteers. 
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Canine Distemper 
Currently for 2012, we have confirmed approximately 
20 cases of canine distemper in Jackson County.  Most 
cases are found in gray fox, with one positive coyote 
and one positive raccoon. 
 
Dozens of other cases with clinical signs of distemper 
have been reported where the animal was not available 
for collection; additionally there have been many other 
reported cases of dead gray fox carcasses that were not 
collected for testing.   
 
Most all cases of distemper have been from the 
Ashland area.  In addition, there have been two cases 
from Sam’s Valley, one from Jacksonville, and one 
from Eagle Point.  There has only been one case of 
rabies confirmed this year from Josephine County (gray 
fox). 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Bear Damage   
Major bear problems are fairly common in the 
Waldport area.  In one recent incident a large bear 
demolished the siding of a garage (unattached to the 
house) to get at a trash container.  The homeowner had 
been having bears get into her trash for several months, 
but had not contacted ODFW until this incident, which  
 
 

occurred after she placed the trash container into the 
garage to try to keep it away from bears.  We have set 
our trail camera to try and identify the culprit bear, as 
the homeowner has seen several including a sow with 
cubs.  This bear is obviously large and is not likely to be 
a sow.  

 
Wildlife Mortalities 
Biologists and veterinary staff responded to a bird die 
off on Smith and Bybee lakes in the Portland area last 
month.  Kayakers recreating on the lake initially 
reported observing hundreds of dead birds, mainly 
waterfowl.  Initial staff response found 21, though low 
water and thick aquatic vegetation made maneuvering 
through the wetlands to locate birds difficult.  Metro 
owns the site and is assisting with managing this 
outbreak; they closed public access to the lakes until 
the wildlife mortality subsides, and continued to collect 
birds. 
 
At the time of this report the total number of birds 
affected exceeds 2,000. Most are waterfowl but some 
shore birds, a great blue heron and a white pelican have 
also been seen or collected.  Metro staff has been 
slowly breaching the beaver dam that caused a backup 
of warm, shallow, low oxygen water, to reduce bird 
attraction to the area. Preliminary toxicology reports 
indicate botulism as the cause, but final confirmation is 
still pending. 
 
Veterinary staff received a diagnosis of Zinc phosphide 
toxicosis in a recent mortality event of Western Canada 
Geese in Salem on 8-31-12.  Zinc phosphide is 
commonly used as a rodenticide to control voles in 
agricultural settings, but its application method is 
regulated in Oregon to prevent non-target poisoning.  
USFWS enforcement and ODA Pesticide Division 
have been notified for follow-up investigation. 
 
Wildlife Health Lab 
Veterinary, regional, and research staff drafted a 
statewide policy for staff usage of immobilizing and 
other drugs on legally harvestable wildlife. This 
document is part of a larger drug safety and use policy 
drafted in 1989 that will be reviewed and revised by 
veterinary, regional and district staff.  
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Working with Department biologists, veterinary staff 
helped develop a Pacific Northwest Interagency White 
Nose Syndrome in Bats Plan with our federal partners 
to prepare for response to this devastating disease in 
the event that it is identified in Oregon bats.  The 
PNW plan is in the final stages of development and 
follows a broader National Plan addressing the 
westward movement of the disease that has currently 
spread from New York to Missouri, Iowa, and 
Oklahoma.  
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Recruitment and Retention 
ODFW is stepping up efforts to work with 
manufacturers, retailers, sports groups and others to 
increase participation in hunting, fishing and wildlife 
viewing.  A position within the Information and 
Education Division is being restructured to work with 
industry and groups to increase the availability of 
“how-to” workshops, clinics and other events aimed at 
encouraging youth and families to start hunting, fishing 
and wildlife viewing.  In addition to identifying new 
partnerships, ODFW will develop curriculum and 
programs for use by industry and others.  The 
increased emphasis on industry partnerships is one 
strategy identified in the department’s newly developed 
recruitment, retention and reactivation action plan.   
 
Oregon, like many other states, has seen an overall 
decline in the numbers of hunters and anglers.  The 
department has taken a number of steps over the past 
several years to reverse those trends.  The action plan 
will help focus those efforts by emphasizing: 

 Increasing staff understanding of the importance 
of recruitment and retention to the agency mission.  
Support and funding from hunters, anglers and 
wildlife viewers is critical to management of 
Oregon’s fish and wildlife.    

 Identify and address barriers to participation in 
hunting, fishing and wildlife viewing. This could 
include restructuring licenses, providing additional 
hunting, fishing and viewing opportunities and 
public access, increasing awareness of those 
opportunities, and making more information 
available on how and where to hunt, fish and view 
wildlife in Oregon.   

 Increasing collaboration.  ODFW and industry, 
retailers, organizations and many others have a 
shared interest in increasing participation in 
hunting, fishing and wildlife viewing.  Partnerships 
with these groups can significantly increase the 
availability and “how to” workshops, and 
information on where to hunt, fish and view 
wildlife in Oregon. 
 

Online Maps 
Two new online maps will help anglers find places to 
fish in the Southwest Region.  The Google based maps 
highlight 50 places to fish near Medford and more than 
50 trout stocking locations in the Rogue, South 
Umpqua and South Coast areas of Oregon. The maps 
allow viewers to zoom in for a close-up at the sites in 
their choice of map, including satellite and terrain 
views. Clicking on the icon opens a text balloon with 
site photos, links to nearby campgrounds and other 
points of interest, fish species, and links to ODFW’s 
weekly recreation report, trout stocking schedule and 
sport fishing regulations. Users are also capable of 
generating GPS coordinates and turn-by-turn directions 
to each site from any starting point.  The Southwest 
Region trout stocking map is the second of its kind.  A 
map for the Northwest Region was developed earlier 
this year.  The 50 Places to Fish within 60 Minutes of 
Medford is the second online map of its type.  The 
department developed a similar map for the Portland 
area in 2010.  Printed maps were created for Medford, 
Portland and for Roseburg.  The Medford map 
includes a QR code.  Scanning the code allows users to 
view the online map on a smartphone.   
 
The online maps help address a major barrier to 
participation.  Making people aware of fishing 
opportunities, especially locations near their home, can 
help make it easier to fit a fishing trip into a busy 
schedule.  The department plans to develop a 
comprehensive online fishing map that highlights 
opportunities throughout the state and will include the 
sport fishing regulations.  This product should be 
launched in 2014.  
 
Climate Change  
The impact of climate change on Oregon’s fish and 
wildlife is highlighted on a new section of the 
department’s website.  The new Global Climate Change 
page accessed from the main Conservation area of the 
department site.  The page 
(www.dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/global_clim
ate_change.asp) includes the climate change section of 
the Oregon Conservation Strategy and a bibliography 
of literature regarding climate change impacts.  The site 
also includes a series of factsheets describing how 
climate change will affect fish, wildlife and habitat.  
Three factsheets are currently available on the impact 
of climate change on intertidal, ocean and subtidal 
habitats.  Additional factsheets are being developed, 
including a description of the impact of climate change 
on estuaries.  The page also includes summaries of 
three workshops held to identify the impact of climate 
change on important fish and wildlife habitat.   
 

 
 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/global_climate_change.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/global_climate_change.asp
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MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

Tillamook Clam Population Assessment – Subtidal 
Broodstock Dive Surveys  
ODFW’s clam harvest management strategy is based 
on three estimates: harvest effort/landings, intertidal 
abundance, and subtidal broodstock replenishment of 
intertidal stocks.  While we have good information 
about harvest and intertidal abundance, it is difficult to 
regularly obtain estimates on subtidal broodstock, to 
verify that there are a sufficient number of clams to 
provide “reseeding” of intertidal harvest areas.  This 
year, MRP has conducted a special study of Tillamook 
Bay’s subtidal clam populations, with the help of a dive 
assessment team.  This is the first time subtidal clam 
populations have been assessed in the bay since the 
mid-1990’s. The current study is nearly complete and 
final samples will be collected in October 2012.  
 
Preliminary results from this study: 

 Already collected 220 samples, out of 250 to 
complete the study 

 Individual samples are variable 
o From 0-233 gaper clams in a ½ meter area 
o Can contain multiple species 

 Multiple age classes are evident in gaper clams; 
suggests recruitment is occurring regularly 

 The water temperature last week during dive 
operations was 45ºF.   

 
This information will also be useful in discussions 
between MRP and both commercial and recreational 
clam harvesters in Tillamook, since it will help us 
evaluate our management strategy and whether it needs 
adjustments to ensure sustainable levels of harvest for 
all interested parties. 
 
5-year Study of Recreational Crab Harvest Effort 
MRP biologists recently completed a 5-year analysis 
(2007-2011) of recreational crab fishery monitoring 
data, and the Information Report is now available on 
our website under “crab reports”: 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/publications/#MRP 
This report represents the first systematic survey of 
recreational crabbing in Oregon since the 1970’s.  The 
surveys include estimates for crabbing in the ocean, the 
Columbia River and in 5 bays (Coos, Alsea, Yaquina, 
Netarts and Tillamook). The study found that Oregon  
 
recreational crabbers make about 120,000 crabbing 
trips and land about 950,000 lbs of Dungeness crab 
annually (combined estimate for the areas surveyed; 
Table 34). In 2012, recreational crab harvest has been 
good, perhaps slightly better than some other years due 
to a strong hypoxia event along the Oregon and  
 

Washington coasts, which may have pushed crabs into 
the estuaries.   
 
Key findings from the study: 

 These recreational crab harvest estimates allowed 
MRP biologists to compare this fishery directly to 
the commercial Dungeness crab fishery. The 
commercial fishery takes between 94-98% of the 
crab harvested (Table 36). 

 Historical data show that recreational crab harvest 
is similar to the 1970s in Tillamook Bay, but has 
grown remarkably in Netarts, Yaquina, Alsea and 
Coos bays (Table 35).   

 Fall opener for recreational ocean crab harvest has 
provided significant access opportunity.  
Historically, both the commercial and recreational 
ocean crab season ended Aug 15, but since 2009 
the recreational ocean fishery has remained open 
until October 15.  Ocean recreational crab effort 
and harvest have increased dramatically since the 
new regulation took effect. (Figure 43) 

 Home zip code maps of recreational crab 
fishermen surveyed showed broad regional (multi-
state) use of Oregon’s crab resource, but with 
intense use from the local area and the Willamette 
Valley community closest to the fishing area. 

 
This Information Report will be an important 
document for use by MRP fishery managers, 
recreational fishermen, as well as coastal communities 
who rely on tourism and recreational fishing for a 
significant portion of their economic vitality. 
 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE FISH & 
WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Lieutenant David Anderson, OSP Fish & Wildlife 
Division 

Wildife 
Senior Trooper Gunderson and Trooper Frazier 
responded earlier in July to the report of a dumped 
mule deer carcass in the Rock Creek Reservoir area.   
 
When checking the area, they located a deer carcass, 
and a head and hide from a doe deer in a nearby plastic 
tote.  Further search of the scene revealed an old cell 
phone and an empty .22 caliber ammo case.  The stinky 
tote was cleaned up and cut up, and taken along with 
the ammo case to The Dalles City Police Department  
 
glue chamber in an attempt to locate latent prints.  A 
print was located on the ammo case.   
 
 
 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/publications/#MRP
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The Troopers were able to power up the phone and 
determine the number that had been assigned to the 
phone.  Trooper Gunderson called the number and 
later met with the phone's owner.  Subsequent 
interview of the suspect revealed that he had shot the 
deer in May 2012 in Sherman County to get meat for a 
friend that was down on his luck.  The carcass was then 
transported and cut up at the suspect’s residence in 
Wamic, OR, and ultimately dumped at the reported 
location.  The suspect had inadvertently kicked the 
phone and ammo case out of his truck when he had 
dumped the carcass in the middle of the night. 
 
A written statement, .22 caliber revolver, and deer hair 
from the suspect's barn were obtained as evidence.  
The suspect was consequently cited and released for 
the crimes of Taking Deer Closed Season and 
Offensive Littering. 
 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
October 5, 2012 


